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ASK FOR GOD'S WILL?
When my father was seriously ill,
our preacher and some Christian
friends came by to pray for him.
They talked big with him about
"having faith" and "how God still
works miracles today," and then
they knelt down and prayed in the
same tone—until near the end of
their prayers. Then they were sure
to protect themselves by adding, "If
it is Thy will" (I've heard other
prayers in church that ended the
same way.) Luckily Dad got well,
but I think that adding "If it is Thy
will" is a cowardly cover-up. Anything that happens then can be
called "the Lord's will." I think Christians should believe that God will
heal the sick when they pray and
should ask them to "stand up and
walk" as Jesus and the disciples
did.

Sometimes I believe these words
are, as you say, a ritual we add to
our prayers in order to save face;
and yet, what could be a better request for us to make than "Thy will
be done"? In modern English it
means, "May whatever You want
be the thing that happens."
You know, God loves your dad
more even than you do. At the cross
He suffered death for your dad's
soul, and even you have not done
that yet. So you can be sure the
Bible is true when it quotes God as
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saying, "I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end." Jeremiah 29:11. What "God wants" to
do for us is the very best and happiest thing that will provide the
greatest joy in the long run.
In Gethsemane even Jesus
prayed, "Not My will, but Thine,
be done." Luke 22:42.
Sometimes it is best for a person
not to get well. Paul was certainly
a good man; but though he prayed
earnestly on three occasions for God
to heal him of a chronic disease,
God did not answer his request. In
time Paul came to see that physical
weakness made him pray harder
and stay closer to the Source of
strength and that this in turn made
him a more effective worker for
God. To his surprise he concluded,
"I take pleasure in infirmities, . . .
for when I am weak, then am I
strong." 2 Corinthians 12:10.

Are you really glad He has forgiven
your sins? Do you ask Him to go
with you and then frequently think
of Him as being beside you?
Ellen G. White, one of my favorite authors, asked your very same
question and then answered it almost a hundred years ago in the
language of her time: "A selfish
heart may perform generous actions. By what means, then, shall
we determine whose side we are
on?
"Who has the heart? With whom
are our thoughts? Of whom do we
love to converse? Who has our
warmest affections and our best
energies? If we are Christ's, our
thoughts are with Him, and our
sweetest thoughts are of Him. All
we have and are is consecrated to
Him. We long to bear His image,
breathe His spirit, do His will, and
please Him in all things."—Steps to
Christ, page 58.
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LOVE GOD?
How can you know whether you
love God or are just making yourself think you do?

Can you talk about God easily
and meaningfully? When you lie
awake at night, do you find yourself
talking to Him as a friend and
thanking Him happily for recent
experiences you have had together?

Do you believe there is really
only one man for each woman and
that God brings them together? I
heard a revivalist say that God
even brings couples together from
halfway around the earth. It sounds
fantastic to me. I can't believe it.

God surely doesn't bring every
couple together. Not if the sad
stories many of them have to tell
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about their lives together are even
halfway true.
Selecting our mates is an area
where God is pleased to have us
exercise our personal freedom of
choice. Still, there is something to
what you have heard. Proverbs
3:5, 6 says, "Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, and do not rely on
your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will
make straight your paths." RSV.
God, who knows us all better than
we know ourselves, surely knows
better than we do who the person
is whom we would be happiest
with. If we sincerely and intelligently seek His guidance, He will
help us find that one.
ANGRY ABOUT GOD
I love God, and I know the Bible
says He loves me. But once a few
months ago I got really angry. I
was so tired from working on a
church-school program that when
something went seriously wrong I
blurted out, "I hate God." I prayed
so hard that the thing would succeed, and I was deeply disappointed when it failed. I've asked
God hundreds of times to forgive
me. But has He?

Just when Jesus needed the support of His friends the most, while
He was on trial for His life, He
heard Peter out in the courtyard
denying that he even knew who
He was. In fact, Peter denied
Christ three times, the last time
getting so angry that he swore an
oath to prove his point.
Yet Jesus forgave him.
And the God who loves you will
forgive you too. In fact, He has
forgiven you already.
Your Bible says, "If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9.
You have confessed sincerely;
God has forgiven.

worked. (She died soon after.)
About two years later I took another watch belonging to another
old lady, leaving in its place the
first watch. Both ladies are dead
and have no known relatives. I
cannot give the watch back, so
what can I do about it? I've asked
God's forgiveness, but I don't feel
that is enough. What can I do with
the watch I still have? Please,
please answer this in your column.
I'll be looking for it. And thank you.

As a prerequisite for forgiveness
the Bible does counsel the thief to
give back what he has "taken by
robbery." Ezekiel 33:15, RSV. But
where this cannot be done, God
evidently does not require the impossible. The man on the cross who
repented was a thief, wasn't he? He
had stolen things; yet when Jesus
promised him eternal life, He did
not first demand that he return the
things he had stolen. Obviously,
nailed to a cross, the thief could
not have complied.
Restitution of a stolen item is not
required by God as a means of
earning His favor. Nothing can
earn forgiveness. He asks us to give
the thing back in order to show
that we are overcoming our selfishness and that we are willing to give
to another person what has become
ours through crime. If we deliberately choose to keep a stolen thing,
morally we are repeating our theft
every time we decide anew to hold
on to it.
Since there are no living survivors of either of these ladies, you
might like to take this suggestion:
Why not find some other person—
perhaps another elderly lady—to
whom the watch would be a truly
welcomed gift, and make a presentation of it to her?
2 Corinthians 8:12 says that
where there is a willing mind it is
accepted, and such an act would
certainly indicate a willing mind
on your part.

Can you please help me? I need
someone to tell me what to do. A
few years ago I took a watch belonging to an old lady where I
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When I think of the casualties
—daddies not coming home, strong
young men paralyzed for life or
grotesquely disfigured—I bang my
fist on my desk and shout, "I hate
war."
And then I think of the Jews
whom the Nazis killed—and I wonder if the earnest concerned American young people who deplore all
war would be able to do so even if
the Nazis had pressed their conquests to the New World and overrun a supine and pacifist America.
( The Jews in Germany were
pacifist enough. It was World War
II that stopped Hitler. )
And then I realize there is no
human solution to war. Romans 12,
like the Sermon on the Mount,
urges Christians to forgive their
enemies and to be generous to
them, but Romans 13, the very
next chapter, states that a nation,
when it opposes evil men, "does
not bear the sword in vain; he is
the servant of God to execute His
[God's] wrath on the wrongdoer."
Verse 4, RSV.
I cannot speak for all the Signs
authors, but I think most of them
look at war this way: If there is a
lot about war that is immoral,
there is a great deal more about
man that is immoral. Since many
voices today are speaking against
the immorality of war and relatively few about the immorality of
man, this journal attempts to fill
the gap by pointing to man and his
sinfulness—for which there is a
remedy in Jesus Christ.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
Would you like to ask Mervyn
Maxwell to help you find an an-

PROTEST AGAINST WAR!
LONGTIME WORRY ABOUT A
WATCH

justified on any moral grounds. It
has never effectively solved national tensions. It is completely out
of harmony with the Sermon on the
Mount.

I notice in the "Signs" plenty of
comments against drugs and beer
and ordinary street crime. Why,
then, is there no loud and vigorous
protest against the biggest crime
of all—WAR? Warfare cannot be

swer? If so, send your question to
Mervyn Maxwell
"Signs of the Times"
1350 Villa Street
Mountain View, California 94040
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